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Professional Pursuits of North American
Professional Elite Doctors before 19th Century

DING Jian-min
( Research Center for the History of Modern World Nankai Unwversity Tianjin 300071  China)

Abstract: The academic circle has focused on the process of medical professionalization since late 19th cen-
tury in the U. S. for a long time while the trend of medical professionalization before 19th century has been
ignored. In fact the medical professionalization in North America originated from the 17th — 18th centu-
ries. Before 19th Century professional elite doctors in North America included emigrant elite doctors from
Europe North American medical graduates from European universities and local universities and a few fa-
mous doctors who received the training of apprenticeship. They established hospitals medical colleges and
medical societies regulated the practice of medicine and exclude irregular practitioners. In addition these
medical elites also constructed ideal images of doctors and expounded medical ethics publicly. The elite pro—
fessional doctors’ pursuit of professionalization before the 19th century took a place in the entire medical his—
tory especially in the development of medical professionalization of the United States and became the be—
ginning of medical professionalization in North America.
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