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The Transatlantic Exchange of Medical Information between North America
and Britain during the 18th and Early 19th Century

Abstract In the Eighteenth Century, with rapid development of navigation and shipping, private and
public postal service, the transatlantic medical communications emerged. Various medical
technologies were spread from England to North America, among which inoculation and
vaccination were the typical examples. In addition, European doctors and American foreign
medical students were the special agents of transatlantic medical communications, who brought
medical technologies and knowledge from England to North America. Medical information of
North America in turn was brought to Europe, which was reversely transatlantic communications.
The results were, transatlantic medical communications between England and North America,
created a stable medical commonwealth, which was a intangible medical public sphere. Finally,
this kind of communications was crucially important to North America and laid foundations for
medical system in Early America.
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